
OLDEST?: The D.ce House, shown here with owners Christine and Randy Boynton, may be the oldest surviving home in Kendall 

Last of the past 

Groups toil to save Dice House 


HOW TO HELP 


To donate money or pro¬ 
fessional skills to the Dice 
House renovation and mov¬ 
ing project, or to find out 
more about it. call Bill Rowe 


of the Continental Park 
Homeowners Association at 
662-5625. from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. weekdays. 


By AARON S. RUBIN 

Herald Staff Water 

group of school and com¬ 
munity activists is trying to 
what rrtfiv- he 
oldest surviving home 

David Brantl) Dice and his 
family built their home in the 
1920s on land Henry Flagler 
had used for citrus groves. Over 


time, the surrounding area has 
been developed, and the “Dice 
House,” 9&40 SW 77th Ave.. 
has deteriorated 

The Kenwood Elementary 
School P I A, the Continental 
Park Homeowners Association 
and others in the community 
are raising money and lining up 
volunteers to fix up the Dice 


House and move it onto school 
grounds. The house would be 
used as a community meeting 
space and local history museum 
at Kenwood Elementary. 

“We’re way behind rrrArrrer- 
ica in holding onto our his¬ 
tory,” said Trish Ramsay, pres¬ 
ident of the Kenwood Elemen¬ 
tary PTA. 


Ramsay has lived in Kendall 
for 17 years. In that time, the 
old farmhouses on single-acre 
lots have given way to develop¬ 
ment, leaving only the Dice 
"House. 

“This is all changing very 
rapidly.” Ramsay said. “You 
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KV-nHall activists working to preserve-Dice House • 
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see the 

towering buildings. We should 
save something as representative 
of our heritage.” 

The Dice House seems a good 
choice. 

David Brantly Dice and his 
wife, Jessie May Vann Dice, 
farmed the Little River area 
between 1910 and 1916, accord¬ 
ing to a report by the Historic 
Preservation Division of Metro’s 
Office of Community Develop¬ 
ment. 

The family bought property in 
Kendall; by 1917, David Dice 
had opened a general store east of 


Flagler’s railroad tracks, now 
U.S. I. 

The store became a community 
hub. 

Dade historian Jean Taylor 
called Dice the unofficial mayor 
of the community. His store had 
one of the few telephones in 
town; when calls for local folks 
came in, Dice would drive out 
and pick them up. 

Dice’s store is gone and his 
house is the only designated his¬ 
toric house in the Kendall area, 
said Margot Ammidown, direc¬ 
tor of Dade’s Historic Preserva¬ 
tion office. ,• . . 

Built of Dade County pme, it is 

\ 


a rectangular, one-story building 
with a high-pitched roof and a 
porch. There is a rear lean-to 
addition that may have been 
built with the house or added 
shortly afterward. 

••It’s particularly important as 
one of the late remaining exam¬ 
ples of pioneer architecture in 
that area,” Ammidown said. 

The county has awarded a 
$5,000 grant to repair water and 
roof damage caused by Hurri¬ 
cane Andrew. Architect Gene 
Farmer has been lining up a team 
of volunteers to renovate the 
building — including owner 
Randy Boynton, an electrical 
contractor. But tens of thousands 
of dollars still are needed to 
move it, said Bill Rowe, a mem¬ 
ber of the Continental Park 
Homeowners Association. 

“We’re going to move the 
whole structure,” said Luis 
Sierra, project manager of resi¬ 
dential construction for Gene 
Farmer and Associates. 

Boynton said he and his wife, 
Christine, didn’t know the his¬ 
toric value of the Dice House 
when he bought the property. 

“It’s bringing out the New Eng¬ 
land in me; it’s kind of exciting,” 
said Boynton, who owns Tropical 

Electric . . . 

Ramsay, the PTA leader, said 
she hopes the house could be 
moved this year to coincide with 
Kenwood’s 65th anniversary. 









